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Front Cover Credit

Country grain elevators have been a key business and
gathering place in hundreds of North Dakota towns for
well over a century. In the early 1900s more than 2000 of
these “skyscrapers of the prairies” dotted the landscape.
The 400 that remain today have more bushel handling
and storage capacity than ever. Crop production is the
single largest generator of new wealth in the state.
Country grain elevators are the funnels through which
most of that crop passes on its way to markets in the
United States and around the world. Seed, fertilizer, crop
protectants, agronomic advice, conversation and a cup of
coffee are also available.

Photo by Julie Bilden, USDA, NASS, North Dakota Field Office.



